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ExXoDus xxv. ii. 


Speak unto the Children of Ifrael, that = it 


they bring me an Offering: f every 
Man, that giveth it willingly with 


Bis Heart, ye ſhall take my Offering. 


HE — for which the Of- 
ering here ſpoken of was to be 

WE given by the Children of Hrael, 
Vas for the building a Taberna- 
— cle, and providing the Sacred 
Vrenſils appertaining to it. The Law was 
| og newly deliver'd to Moſes, and there want- 
ed an Ark to be the Repoſitory of the Two 


Tables of Stone, whereon it was engrav'd, and 


2 Tabernacle to be the Repoſitory of that, as 
alſo for other religious Uſes. 


a BY The | 
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The People of God were yet in an unſettled ' 
S State, they had broke looſe from their Egypriar 

Bondage, and were on their Way toward the 
promis'd Land; but many Difficulties remain'd 
to be armored „a long Journey to be taken 
thro? a Land poſleſs'd by Enemies, many Na- 
tions to be ſubdu'd, many Mutinies to be quell'd, 
much Deſpondency, backſliding and froward 
Diſobedience was neceſſary to be tam'd among 
themſelves, as they were a querulous diſcontent- 
ed People, and ever prone to Rebellion, before 
they could arrive at the appointed Place of Reſt. 


Under - theſe Circumſtances there was no 
ſuch thing to be expected as a fix'd Place of 
Worſhip, it had been a Scheme altogether un- 
practicable and unreaſonable, to what Purpoſe 
indeed ſhould they have projected a Fabric, 
which they had no Proſpect of ſtaying to em- 
ploy to its proper Uſe, while they were daily 
in a travelling Poſture, and in conſtant Expe- 

_ Qtation of being call'd away to make ſome far- 
ther Progreſs toward the Land of Canaan, per- 
haps before they had well laid the Foundation, 

at leaſt before they could finally have accom- 
pliſh'd ſuch a Structure? Nor was the longeſt 
N Abode they made at any one Place during their 


Forty 


(31 


Forty Years ſojourning, of ſuch duration, as ta 
warrant upon any rational Grounds, their en- 
gaging in ſo difficult and , an Underta- 


king. 


But yet che Service of their great Creator 
and gracious Benefactor, Who had fav'd them 
with ſuch a mighty Hand, who govern'd and 


conducted them with ſuch a ſucceſſive Train 


of Miracles, was not in 'the mean time to be 
intermitted. Nay, it was highly requiſite in 
order to their more devout and regular Celebra- 
tion of his Praiſe, that he ſhou'd be worſhip'd 


in ſome Place appropriated to himſelf, and ſe- 


parated from profane Uſes. 


To reconcile which two diſagreeing Views, 
it pleaſed the Divine Artificer himſelf to project 


for them, that moveable and portable Edifice, 


calPd the Tabernacle, which journey'd as they 
did from Place toPlace, wherever they encamp'd 
was ready for their Reception, thro all their 
ſeveral Stages in the Wilderneſs : and even af. 
ter they were poſſeſsd of the Land of Promiſe, 
continu'd for ſome Hundreds of Years to anſwer 
the ſame End, even beyond the Days of David, 


till his Son and Succeſſor Solomon aroſe, a . | 


that enjoy d a —_ Reign, and an unexhau- 


ſted 
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N ſted Affluence of Wealth, which was likewif 

accompanied with a cbt Spirit, a ſincere 
Devotion, and an earneſt Zeal for God's Glory: 
And he was appointed by Divine Providence, 
to effect that, which his Father David, whoſe 
Hands had been too deep in Blood, tho? he 
paſſionately deſir'd it, was not permitted to en- 
gage in, I mean, to be the Founder of that no- 


ble and magnificent Structure, the "PA at 
Jeruſalem. 


But till things ſhow'd be in a full State of 
Maturity for the executing ſo vaſt a Deſign, 
there was a temporary help provided. The 
Tabernacle in the mean Time, was to be the 
Place of Reſort for the performance of religious 
Duties. The ſeveral Materials of which, the 
Form and Manner of its Structure, and the ſe- 
veral Ornaments with which it was embelliſh'd, 
are deſcrib'd at large in the Chapter of my 
Text, and thoſe which follow it ; and at whoſe 
Coſt it was erected, you will be inform'd from 
the Words now before us. Speak unto the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſays the Lord to Moſes, that they 
bring me an Offering: of every Man that giveth it 
willingh with his Heart, ye foall tale my Offering. 


This 


171 


This Building then, you ſee, tho it was e- 


qually with the Temple, order'd and directed 


by God himſelf, to whoſe Service it was conſes. 
crated, yet was not like that carried on at the 


Expence of any ſingle Perſon : it took not its 
Riſe from the pious Liberality of a Royal Foun- 


der, but from the mutual Benevolence and 
joint Contributions of his religiouſly affected 


People, of thoſe who brought in ſuch preſcribd 


Materials, as were- proper for its Uſe and Orna- 
ment, willingly and with their Hearts, with- 


out which Condition their Oblation was not 


to be accepted. 


How very readily they contributed on this 
Occaſion, and in what a full Stream their Boun- 


ty flow'd in, we have a very convincing Teſti- 
mon a few Chapters forward, inſomuch that 


the overflowing and redundancy of it was even 


reſtrain'd by an Injunction of Moſes, upon a 
Complaint of the Workmen employ'd, of the 


too great Abundance. For we read in the 36th 


Chapter at the 4th and following Verſes, that 


they came away every Man from his Work, and 
Jpake unto Moſes, ſaying, the People bring much 
more than enoagh for the Service of the Work which 
the Lord commanded to make, And Moſes gave 

Commandment, 
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Commandment, and they cauſed it to be proclaim'd 
throughout the Camp, ſaying, let neither Man nor 
Woman make any more Work for the Offering of the 
Santtuary: So the People were reſtrain d from bring- 
ing. For the $ tuff they had was ſufficient for all the 
Work to make it, and too much. 


And now from this Inſtance before us, of 
God's requiring his People to build him an Houſe 
at their common Charge, and the particular 
Diſpoſition of Mind with which he expects the 
Encouragers of ſo good a Work to be affected, 
the DoQrine I ſhall raiſe may be recuclt to 
theſe Propoſitions, 


x/. That the building, repairing and nt 
fying Places of publick Worſhip and pay- 
ing a decent Regard to them when built, 
is a Service with which God 1 15 well pleaſed. 
But 


24h, That in this and all other good Wks, | 
he regards not ſo much the outward Act, 
as the Sincerity and Cheerfulneſs of the 
Mind. If we hope to recommend our 
ſelves to his Favour, we muſt give Willing⸗ 
ly and with all our Heart. 


* 


1 6. That 


6: | EP] 

I uf, That the building, Oc. That it was 
ſo under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, not only the 
Place of Scripture I am now diſcourſing on, 
but numberleſs other Places in the Old Teſta- 
ment, make it evident beyond all Exception. 
All this is there requit'd to be done by God's 
_ expreſs Command, thoſe who on ſuch Occaſi- 
ons were moſt zealous and reverent, are com- 
mended and rewarded- in the higheſt Degree, 
and all Neglecters or Profaners of holy Places 
are puniſh*'d in the moſt exemplary manner. 
It would be endleſs to enumerate particular 
Paſſages; and needleſs indeed to maintain a 
Point that no Body contradicts. For all do 
and muſt allow that, under the Law at leaſt, 
the Supreme LOR D, even that GO D Who 
at the ſame time thought fit to declare that he 
dywelleth not in Temples made with Hands, 
i. e. he did not ſo dwell in them, as to be con- 
fin'd or comprehended in them, for how can 
that be affirm'd of him, whom the utmoſt 
Extent of Space cannot comprehend ? yet even 
he, I fay, challenges a peculiar Propriety in 
Places dedicated to his Honour, and often de- 


'  Clares his Delight in them, and his reſiding 


and being preſent in them in a peculiar man- 
| ner, 


10 1 
ner, more BE 40 than he is preſent in other 
Parts of the Univerſe. 


But there are thoſe who, admitting all this 
to be true, while the Moſaical Covenant was 
in Force, that a Reverence for Places and 
Things Sacred was at that Time requir'd and 
neceſſary to be paid, will yet pretend that this 
was no more than legal Righteouſneſs, that 
the Caſe is quite alter'd under the Evangelical 
State, that what was then an Act of Duty, is 
now become an Act of Superſtition, that Chriſt 
has ſet us free from ſuch vain Obſervances, and 
taken away all ſuch frivolous Diſtinctions, that 
God, who is preſent every where, will ac- 
cept of our ſincere Service any where, and 
that if our Prayers and Praiſes are offer'd to 
him with a pure and honeſt Mind, the Ob- 
lation is equally well-pleaſing to him, whether 
it be made in a Church or in a Stable. 


But I would only ask of thoſe who argue in 
this manner, why, if the Diſtinction of Place 
be ſo filly and ſuperſtitious, ſhould not the Di- 
ſtinction of Time be ſo too? Why, if one 
Place be no more ſacred than another, ſhould 
one Day be more ſacred than another? Or 
why ſhould they ſuppoſe the Almighty to 


"EE 

ſo tenacious of his Right, as to require One 
Day in Seven to be inviolably kept holy, 
and dedicated entirely to his Service, but not 

One Inch of Space in the whole Compaſs of 
the Globe? Is it not the ſame God who afſigns 
us our. Number of Days, and likewiſe our 
Portion upon Earth, and may I not challenge 
at our Hands a Part of the one by the fame | 
Rule that he does a Part of the other ? As he 
is preſent with us in all Places, fo is he like 
wiſe at all Times; as he can hear us from a 
Stable as well as from a Church, fo can he 
| likewiſe on a Saturday as well as on his own 

Day. | | 2 


I chuſe to make this Reply to the Objection, 
paſſing by ſeveral other ſubſtantial Anſwers 
that might be given, becauſe I think it cannot 
but have a peculiar Weight with thoſe who 
have been moſt free in urging the Objection, 
as it is a reaſoning - with them from an ac- 
knowledg'd Principle of their own. They are 
generally (for. which I cannot but commend 
them) very ſtrict Obſervers of the Sabbath. 
They are too apt (which is not ſo commenda- 
ble) to value themſelves as more righteous 
than their Neighbours, for. obſerving it more 
nicely and punctually than they. And yer 
| Ba : wn. 
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there is no one Circumſtance they can urge 
againſt Reverence due to appropriated Places, 
which will not hold with equal Force againſt 
| Reverence due to appropriated Times; no- 
thing which they can ſay in Defence of Pro- 
faners of Churches , which will not juſtify 
Sabbath-breakers too by Parity of Reaſon. 


Will they allege that they do not keep the 
Sabbath as a Relique of Judaiſm, nor for the 
reaſon that People obſerv'd it, in Commemora- 
tion of their Reſt from Egyptian Slavery, but as 
an Inſtitution antecedent to the Law of Moſes, : 
and appointed by God, as ſoon as he had fi 
niſh'd his Work of the Creation, that then he 
ſanctified the Seventh Day, and laid an Eter- 
nal Obligation on the whole Race of Men to 
dedicate to him ſuch a Proportion of their 
Time? May it not be faid in this Caſe like- 
wife, that God put in as early a Claim to a 
Part of the World he had made, as of the 
Time for which he made it? For did he no, 
- reſerve to himtelf the Tree of Knowledge, 
when he gave Adam the Dominion of every 
thing elſe? And again, upon his Expulſion for 
his Diſobedience, did he not encloſe and ap- 
propriate to himſelf the whole Garden of Eder, 
and guard it from 2 Lag Approaches s by 


pla- 


C0861 
placing a Cherubim there with a flaming Sword? _ 
And to omit many other Inſtances, did he not 
at his firſt Appearance to Moſes in the Buſh, 
antecedently to his giving him the Law, give | 
him a Caution that the Place whereon he ſtood, 
was holy Ground, and require him to approach 
it with Reverence ! 2 


The ſanctifying af Places ht ſtands on 
the ſame Foot with the ſanctifying of Time, . 
has the ſame Antiquity to plead, and is equally 
founded as to the Fact, on the Authority of Sa- 
cred Writ, and as to the Reaſon of it, on the 
eternal Laws of Truth and Equity. 


I readily confeſs, that bs Immenſe and Omni- 
preſent God is both able and willing to attend 
to the Requeſts of all his Suppliants from 
whenceſoever they are made known unto him, 
There is no Wilderneſs ſo ſolitary, no Cottage 
ſo homely, no Dungeon ſo loathſome as to be 
exempted from his inſpection and regard. He 
liſtenꝰd to the Complaints of holy Job, when he 
lay groveling on the Dunghill, he hearken'd to 
the Petition of Daniel, that was made him from 
the Den of Lions, and of Jonah from the Belly | 
of the Fiſh. He heareth the Mournings of ſuch Þ} 
as are in Captivity, and of the Children appoin- 

| od 
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ted unto Death. The Midnight Pra iſes of Paul 


and Silas aſcended into his Ears from within the 


Priſon Walls, and drew down his Aſſiſtance. 


On ſuch an Occaſion, in ſuch an Exigence, the 


noiſom and gloomy Jail was as acceptable an 
Oratory to him, and appear'd in his Eye with 
as amiable a Luſtre, as all the gaudy Decorati- 
ons of the moſt magnificent Temple, and the 
rattling of Chains, was as agreeable Muſick, as 
the ſound of an Organ, or the chanting of a 


Choir. 


But what was it, do we think, that reconciled 


him to theſe Addreſſes of his Servants, when 


preſented to him in ſo diſadvantageous a Man- 


ner, and with ſo little of outward Reverence ? 


What engag'd him to diſpenſe with external 
Forms, and ſuffer his Votaries to approach him 


with ſuch an air of Negligence? Was it not 


the Infirmity, the Diſability, the Conſtraint 
they were under? Was it not becauſe they 
were deſtitute of Means to offer him a more 
decent Worſhip, becauſe he ſa w that what was 
defective in their Service, was not the Reſult 

of their Choice but of Neceflity ? 


For can we imagine that any of the holy Per- 
ſons above nam'd, would have choſe to go into 
n thoſe 


—— 
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thoſe unſeemly Places,on purpoſe to Soros God 
there, if they had had free Liberty to do it with 


due Solemnity in his holy Temple? God there- 


fore Who accepteth a Man according to what 
he hath, and not according to what he hath not, 
and who requireth of no Man beyond what he 
is able to perform, was ſatisfied with the Inten- 
tion, inſtead of the outward Act, for the ſame 
Reaſon that he was ſatisfied with the poor Wi- 
dow's Mite, becauſe how mean ſoever the G. 
fering was in its ſelf, ſne had done the beſt in 


her Power, ſhe had caſt in all ſhe had, even * 


her Living. 


The Almighty i 15 1 to make ſuch reaſd- 
nable Allowances not only to fingle Perſons in 


the Exerciſe of their private Devotions, where 


indeed there is leſs of Form and Ceremony at 


any time requiſite ; but alſo to Numbers of his 


faithful People who aſſemble themſelves toge- 
ther for the Invocation of his Name, and ſetting 


forth his Praiſe, when the he” of their 


Affairs requires it. 


The firſt Converts to the Chriſtian Faith he 


ſuffer'd to meet in Upper Rooms, in ſecret Cor- 
ners and obſcure Receſles, and ſometimes, when 


the * of their Perſecutors was moſt implaca- 


3 


ble, in Woods, and Deſerts, and Caves of tlie 
Earth, and yet even in thoſe clandeſtine Aſſem- 
blies he was preſent with them, approv'd of 


their Zeal, and countenanc'd their godly Com- 
munication. 


Now altho? in ſuch a tumultuous State of 


Things, it was unavoidable but that much of 


that Regularity wou'd be wanting, that may be 
obſery'd by a well eſtabliſh'd Congregation, yet 
it was even under thoſe Circumſtances; that St; 
Paul gave his Injunction for the doing every 
thing decently and in Order, i. e. fo far as it 
was poſſible for them, under their preſent Diſ- 
couragements to obſerve any Order or Decorum: 
Even in ſuch Places of Worſhip as they were 
then forc'd to be contented with, he requir'd a 
reverent Behaviour, and taxes it as a great 


Profanation to do their common Acts in ſo Sa- 


cred a Place. What have ye not Houſes, ſays he, 


to eat and to . in, or 47790 0 the C hereh vi 
God? 


St. Paul you ſee thought i it- no Superſtition 
to account one Place more holy than another, 
whoſe Words I would recommend to the ſober 
Conſideration of thoſe who deride our Conſecra 
ting of TY as an idle Ceremony, as uſe- 
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less, and OY Ee and derived down to us 


among the groſs Remains of Jewilh or Heathen- 
iſn Antiquity. 5 
"Tis manifeſt from this Paſſage, that as ey | 


as the Apoſtle's Days, there were appropriated 
Places for the Performance of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, to which all the Reverence and Regard was 
required to be paid, which the ſuffering Eſtate 
of the Church would then admit of. And 
conſequently that when the rage of Perſecu- 
tion abated, and Chriſtianity came under the 
Protection of the Civil Government, it was a 
laudable Inſtance of Primitive Zeal, and agree- 
able at leaſt to the Apoſtolical Spirit, if we may 
not call it an Apoſtolical Rule, to erect commo- 
dious, Buildings for the Celebration of Divine 
Service, to conſecrate and devote them with 

their Appurtenances to the ſole Uſe and Proper- 
ty of Almighty God, and to look upon it as 4 
ſacrilegious and accurſed Thing, for any One to 
unhallow what was fo devoted, by proſtituting 
it to common and profane Uſes. And laſtly, to 
build them with more Magnificence, and a- 
dorn them with more Splendor than private 
Dwellings, as well to expreſs their awful Senſe 
of the Majeſty and Glory of that Being, who 
was to be worſhip'd there, as to teſtify their 
Gratitude to him as a Benefactor, and the Au- 
C | thor ' 


"I 
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thor of all the Bleſſings they enjoy'd, whom 
they deſird to honour with an ample Portion 
of the — he had beſtowd on them, and 
like holy David, ſcorn'd to make an Offering 
to the Lord their God, of that which coſt them 
nothing, or next to nothing. And the mention 
of this naturally leads me to my 


24. Propoſition, that in building of Churches, 
and all other good Works, God regards not fo 
much the outward AQ, as the Sincerity and 
Cheerfulneſs of the Mind. If we hope to re. 
commend our ſelves to his Favour, we muſt 
give willingly and with all our Heart. 


Tis certain no other Action can be denomi- 
nated Righteous, or entitle the Performer of it 
to any Recompenſe at the Hand of God, but 
that which is done with an honeſt Intention, 
and proſecuted by honeſt Methods. Tis not 
the bare Event, how beneficial ſoever it may 
prove, that transfers any Merit to the Deed, 


if ſuch Benefit were not the principal Thing the 


Actor had in View. God, we know, is able 
to produce Good out of the greateſt Evil, he can 
make the worſt Actions ſubſervient to his Will, 
and the worſt Men the Inſtruments of bringing 
his Purpoſes to paſs. He can defeat the Coun- 

. ſels 
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ſels of the Ungodly by ſuffering them to ſucceed 


in their Attempts, and cauſe their very Defi- 
| ance and Oppoſition to redoundgo his greater 
Glory; but ſuch an Iſſue, ſo contrary to their 
Intention, will be of no Avail to them wha 


thus unwillingly promote his Honour, 


When the wicked Tempter, for Inſtance, 
ſeduc'd our firſt Parents to Diſobedience and 
Rebellion, and caus'd them to forfeit that de- 
lightful Paradiſe, where the Almighty had at 
_ firſt inſtated them; he did it with a malicious 
Deſign of totally ruining both them, and all 
their ſucceeding Race. And at firſt he ſeem'd 
to have gain'd his End, the Bait was ſwallow'd, 
Man did diſobey, and was caſt out of Eden. 
But it pleaſed the Divine Goodneſs to bring a- 
bout an Event unforeſeen and unintended by 
him; by ſending his Son to redeem Mankind 
thus loſ and deſtitute, and to make them capas 


ble on very eaſie Conditions, of a glorious Im- 
mortality in Heaven, he did abundantly com- 


penſate the Loſs of their earthly Paradiſe, and 
admit them to a much more deſireable State, 


than they wou'd have been entitled to, if they 5 


had never fall'n, 


But 


— — —— 
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But he whoſe miſcheivous Project ended in 
this happy Conſequence, was fo far from ſha- 
ring in the Mſſings and Advantages,of which 


he was accidentally the Occaſion, that if any 


Aggravation of Sorrow, any Additional Weight 


of Miſcry cou'd be heap'd on one already ad- 


judg'd to the moſt exquiſite and never ceaſing 
Torments; it muſt be ſuch to him, to find his 
ſpiteful Stratagem ſo croſsd, his Rage fo baffled 
anddiſappointed,and thoſe hatedCreatureswhom 


he hop'd to have made as miſerable as himſelf, 


promoted and advanc d by his Deſigus againſt 


them. * 


There is one Caſe indeed recorded in Scrip- 
ture, where the Authors of a Good, which was 
far from- their Thought and Intention, are 
notwithſtanding the better for it, and ſeem to 
be even rewarded for their wicked Purpoſe» 
1 mean that of Joſep}”s Brethren, who Sold him 
into a foreign Land, becauſe they grudg'd him 
that Place which he poſſeſs'd in his Fathers 
Favour, little imagining that this Act of theirs 
wou'd prove the Occaſion of recommending 
him to the Favour of ſo great a King. And 
yet when he was arriv'd at the height of his 


Power, thoſe very Brethren, who ſo unnatural 


=. 


.”. M0 1 | 
ly fought his Deſtruction, are cheriſh'd and 
ſupported by means of that Credit and Autho- 


rity, to which they had. been whe unwilling In- 
ſtruments of raiſing him. 


But this was a (ſingular Caſe, and we may 
make ſome Judgment of the reaſon of it, from 
Joſeph's Words to them, Gen. 45. 5. Now there- 
| fore be not grieved, nor angry with your ſelves, that 
ye ſold me hither : for God did ſend me before you, 
to preſerve Life. And again, v. 8. So nom it was 
not you that ſent me hither, but God, The Al- 
mighty had a great End of Providence to ſerve, 
by ſuffering that righteous Perſon to be ſent in. 
to Captivity; tho” that does not acquit or ab. 

ſolve from Guilt thoſe Human Agents who are 

concern'd in bringing his Purpoſes to paſs: nor 
s any ſuch thing implied in that tender Expreſ- 
ſion of Joſeph, when he bids them not be griev d, 
nor angry with themſelves : he could only forgive 
them ſo far as they had offended him, but to- 
ward God they were ſtill Offenders, as they 
had diſobey'd his Laws, even while on were 
accompliſhing his Deſigns. 


But however, his Promiſe to Abraham, that 
he would multiply his Seed as the Sand, was to 
be kept inviolable ; and theſe Sellers of their 
Brother, 
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Brother, however criminal in that reſpect, were 


the Deſcendents from his Loins, who were ap- 


pointed to diffuſe his Race thro? ſo many diffe- 
rent Branches, and therefore were not to be 
cut of, To which we may add, that God was 
not willing to grieve the good Old Man their 
Father, by viſiting the Iniquity upon them, 
and for his Sake probably, and for the Interceſ- 
fion of their Brother Joſeph, he dealt mercifully 


with them, and ſuffer'd even their own Cru- 


elty and Falſhood to turn to their Temporal 
Advantage. 


But as to the taking away their Sin, it cer- 
tainly conduc'd leſs toward it, that they were 
acquitted by Joſeph, than that they were con- 
demn'd by themſelves, when they made this 
Reflexion on their own Guilt ; Gen. 42. 21. We 
are verily guilty concerning our Brother, in that we 
| ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, when he beſought us, 


and we would not hear, e's is this * 
come upon us. 


Such a Compunction and Remorſe will be 
more available to any Sinner, than either the 
Candour and good Opinion of fallible Men, or 
the lucky Conſequences his Actions may pro- 
duce, when he acts with quite another Aim. 
God 
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God looks into our Hearts, cn the Mo- 
tions and Tendencies of them, and tis from 
thence he paſſes his Judgment on us. 


We may pray, we may faſt, we may give 
Alms, we may be the Founders of Hoſpitals, 
or of Churches, which are pious and commen. 
dable Deeds, when accompanied with Purity 
of Mind, and a ſincere Love of God, and of 
our Neighbour ; but if he diſcerns the latent 
Spring of any ſuch plauſible Performances to be 
Hypocriſy or Oſtentatipn, Pride or Peeviſhneſs, 
a fored Compliance with Cuſtom, a Senſe of 
_ worldly Shame, or any other corrupt Motive, 


they will none of them be of any Account in 
his Sight. 


And to bring the Argument home to our 
ſelves, after a long Diſcontinuance of Worſhip 
in this ſacred Place, we are now aſſembled in 
it again, for the Performance of Divine Offi. 
ces. It is now become a more convenient and 
capacious Receptacle for the Living above, and 
for the Dead beneath, whoſe laſt Remains may 
now continue unmoleſted, the contrary where- . 
of had hitherto been our D and our 
great Annoyance. 


We 
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We behold it in a more amiable and invi- 


ting Form, not only recover'd from that un- 


ſeemly State, to which Length of Time and 
frequent Interments had reduc'd it, but enli- 
ver'd with many new additional Ornaments, 
diſpos'd, I hope, to the general Satisfaction, 
and, which is more material, ſo as truly to an- 
ſwer the Ends of our repairing hither. 


Toward the accompliſhing ſuch a Work no 
ſmall Expence was requiſite, which has been 
defray*d partly by a legal Impoſition, and in no 


contemptible Proportion by free and voluntary 


Contributions. And TI truſt that no Part of 
what has been brought in under either Arti- 


cle, has been given grudgingly or with Relu- 
7 5 tance, or proceeded from any of thoſe naugh- 


ty and perverſe Motives I juſt now ſuggeſted, 


In pious as well as charitable Donations God 


toveth a cheerful Giver, as you may judge from 
thoſe Words in my Text, of every Man that gi- 
veth it willingly with his Heart, ye ſhall take mx 
Offering. If it be fo given, he owns it, he ac- 
cepts it, he calls it his, 1 


In ſhort, the Work its ſelf is ſo commenda- 
ble, and the Occaſion was fo urgent, that I 


think 


[35] 
think no juſt or reaſonable Exception can be 
taken to it. And that the Coſt which has 
been beſtow'd in adorning this Houſe of God, 
where you. all meet as Friends, and unite in 
the ſame Petitions , may never prove the 
Ground of Strife and Animoſity among you, 
let not him that has given much cenſure or 
revile him that has given little, but content 
himſelf with the tacit Approbation of God and 
his own Conſcience for that which with a holy 


and religious Mind he has dedicated to 15 
Service. | 


And ſince you have in general ſhewn fo 
laudable a Zeal in fitting up this Houſe of 
Prayer, may it not rationally be expected that 
you will conſtantly attend it, and not throw 
away your Charge, by rarely appearing in it, 
and neglecting to aſſemble your ſelves toge- 
ther? Can any one find Eaſe or Comfort in his 
own Mind from this Reflexion, that he has 
been inſtrumental in providing a decent and 
beautiful Church for others to frequent, in the 
ſame place where tis his own Duty to fre- 
quent it as much as they ? | 


And to your conſtant Attendance, let me 
once more exhort you to add a careful Attenti- 
| D on 
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on and reverent Behaviour when preſent, let 
no unbecoming Poſture, no light and trivial 
Words or Actions be obſerv'd among you, let 
it not be ſaid that the inanimate Fabrick ap- 
pears with a more graceful Regularity, and 
contributes more to the Beauty of Holineſs, 
than you who are the living Church, the 
Members of Chriſt's Body. To ſumm up all, 
Keep your Foot, watch your Actions, and fix 
your Thoughts, whenever you enter into this 
Houſe of GOD. . . 
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